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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING 

The Director of the Department of Health, pursuant to the authority set forth in An Act to 
enable the District of Columbia to receive federal financial assistance under Title XIX of 
the Social Security Act for a medical assistance program, and for other purposes, 
approved December 27, 1967 (81 Stat. 744; D.C. Official Code, 8 1-307.02), 
Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1996, and Mayor’s Order 97-42, dated February 18, 1997, 
hereby gives notice of the adoption of a new section 938 to-Chapter 9 of Title 29 of the 
District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (DCMR), entitled “Homemaker Services.” 
These rules establish standards governing reimbursement by the District of Columbia 
Medicaid Program for homemaker services provided by qualified professionals to 
participants with mental retardation in the Home and Community Based Waiver for 
Persons with Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (Waiver). These rules 
also establish Medicaid reimbursement rates for homemaker services. 

A notice of emergency and proposed rulemaking was published in the D. C. Register on 
July 25,2003 (50 DCR 6078). No comments on the proposed rules were received. No 
substantive changes have been made. These rules shall be come effective one day after 
publication of this notice in the D. C. Register. 

Amend Chapter 9 (Medicaid Program) of Title 29 DCMR by adding the following new 
section 938 to read as follows: 

SECTION 938 HOMEMAKER SERVICES 

938.1 Homemaker services shall be reimbursed by the Medicaid Program for 
each participant with mental retardation in the Home and Community- 
Based Waiver for Persons with Mental Retardation and Developmental 
Disabilities (Waiver) subject to the requirements set forth in this section. 

938.2 

938.3 

Homemaker services shall consist of general household activities provided 
by a trained homemaker, when the individual regularly responsible for 
these activities is temporarily absent or unable to manage the home and 
care for themselves or others in the home. 

Homemaker services eligible for reimbursement shall include, but not be 
limited to the following activities: 



938.4 

938.5 

938.6 

938.7 
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Be able to communicate with the client; 

Be able to read and write the English language; 

Complete pre-service and in-service training approved by 
MRDDA; 

Have the ability to provide homemaker services consistent with the 
client's IHP or ISP; 

Comply with the requirements of the Health-Care Facility 
Unlicensed Personnel Criminal Background Check of 1998, 
effective April 20, 1999 (D.C. Law 12-238), as amended by the 
Health-Care Facility Unlicensed Personnel Criminal Background 
Check Amendment Act of 2002, effective April 13,2002 (D.C. 
14-98, D.C. Official Code 5 44-55 1 et seq.); 

Have a high school diploma or general educational development 
(GED) certificate; 

Have at least one year of work experience; and 

Have completed a training course for homemaker services under 
the Foundation for Hospice and Homecare National Certification 
Program for Homemaker-Home Health Aide, with emphasis on the 
needs of adults and developmental disabilities. 

938.9 The billable unit of service for homemaker services shall be one hour. 

938. 10 Homemaker services shall be reimbursed at $12.00 per hour. 

938.1 1 Homemaker services shall be limited to eight (8) hours per week and shall 
not be billed concurrently with personal care services or attendant care 
services. 

938.99 DEFINITIONS 

When used in this section, the following terms and phrases shall have the 
meanings ascribed: 

Client- An individual with mental retardation who has been determined 
eligible to receive services under the Home and Community-Based 
Waiver for Persons with Mental Retardation and Developmental 
Disabilities. 
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Communicable Disease-Shall have the same meaning as set forth in 
section 20 1 of Chapter 2 of Title 22, District of Columbia Municipal 
Regulations. 

Individual Habilitation Plan (1HP)-The plan as set forth in section 403 of 
the Mentally Retarded Citizens Constitutional Rights and Dignity Act of 
1978, effective March 3, 1979 (D.C. Law 2-137; D.C. Official Code 5 7- 
1304.03). 

Individual Support Plan (1SP)-The successor to the individual 
habilitation plan (IHP) as defined in the court-approved Joy Evans Exit 
Plan. 


